HEADBAND WITH INSERTED LINING TAPE FOR HEADWEAR 


BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

The present invention is related to the field of headwear 
and, more particularly, to a headband with a mesh liner that 
provides improved elasticity, ventilation and shape-retaining 
performance to a cap. 

Description of the Related Art 

A baseball style cap generally includes a crown main body 
having a plurality of fabric panels, a visor portion that is 
secured to the forward edge of the crown and extends outwardly 
therefrom, and a headband attached to the lower part of the inside 
of the crown. A size controller may also be attached to an 
underside of the rear of the cap for adjusting the size of the cap 

to fit the wearer's head. 

The visor portion typically provides shape retention to 
the adjacent portion of the crown main body, but the panels in the 
side and rear portions of the crown main body often droop, lacking 
sufficient support from the headband to retain a uniform shape 
around the full circumference of the crown main body. In addition, 
prior art headbands often fail to provide breathability or adequate 
elasticity, making the cap uncomfortable for the wearer. 

Accordingly, a need exists for a headband to be used in 


headwear that is able to retain the cap's uniform shape, while 
providing excellent elasticity and ventilation. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

in view of the foregoing, one object of the present 
invention is to provide headwear with a stretchable headband having 
a mesh liner for breathability . 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a 
headband with a mesh liner having shape-retaining capability so as 
to maintain a cap in a uniform shape. 

A further object of the present invention is to provide 
automatic size-adjusting headwear through a stretchable headband 
having a mesh liner that does not exert undue pressure on the head 
when worn. 

Yet another object of the present invention is to provide 
a headband having a mesh liner for good wicking of moisture and 

drying of the headband. 

in accordance with these and other objects, the present 
invention is directed to headwear having a crown portion and a 
headband attached to and extending around the lower inside edge of 
the crown portion. A visor part may also be attached to the 
underside of the crown portion. The headband is made with a fabric 
or knitted textile covering portion and a mesh lining tape portion. 
The covering portion and liner portion are sewn together in a 


- 2 - 


chain-like pattern to provide good expandability and thereby 
increase the number of different wearer head sizes that may be 
accommodated by the headband without the need for a separate size 
controller. The mesh lining tape improves the ventilation provided 
through the headband for wearer comfort, while also serving to 
retain the overall uniform shape of the crown portion of the cap 

when the cap is not being worn. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details of 
construction and operation as more fully hereinafter described and 
claimed, reference being had to the accompanying drawings forming a 
part hereof, wherein like numerals refer to like parts throughout. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is a partially sectioned view of a baseball- 
style cap with a headband according to the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the headband sewn with 
mesh lining tape according to the present invention; and 

Figure 3 is a close-up view of the mesh lining tape shown 

in Figure 2 . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

in describing a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention illustrated in the drawings, it is to be understood that 
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thi. embodiment Is given by way o£ illustration only. It » not 
intended that the invention be limited in its soope to the details 
o£ construction and arrangement of components set forth in the 
blowing description or iUustrated in the drawings. Also, rn 
Ascribing the preferred embodiment, specific terminology will be 
sorted to for the saKe of clarity. It is to be understood that 
each specific term includes all technical equivalents which operate 
in a similar manner to accomplish a similar purpose. 

The present invention is suitable for headwear of various 
ty pes, but is described herein with reference to a baseball-style 
cap As broadly illustrated in Figure 1, the present invention as 
thus embodied includes a crown main body, generally designated by 

i 1 * visor portion, generally designated by 
the reference numeral 1, a visor porcx 

i9 *nd a headband, generally designated by 
the reference numeral 2, and a neaouc* 

i * The crown part 1 is generally made of 
the reference numeral 3. Tne crown y 

nf fabric having a plurality of panels sewn 
more than one piece of fabric, navw y 

+»*r The visor portion 2 is secured to the 
adjacent one another. Tne visoj. y 

£ orward edge of the crown main body 1, and the headband 3 is 
secured to the lower peripheral edge of the interior of the crown 
main body 1. 

Figure 2 illustrates the headband according to the 
present invention, generally designated by the reference numeral 3, 
snown from the inner side, with 'inner- referring to that side of 
th e headband contacting the inner surface of the lower edge of the 
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Aina headwear, and being opposite that 
crown part of the corresponding headwea 

worn . The he adband is attached to the inner peripherai portion of 

■ H^vbv stitching and may include a separate elastic 
the crown main body by stitcnmy 

• • 4- K Q (-wppn the crown and tne 
m e*er (not shown) along the ,o»t between 

headband. 

As shown in Figure 2. the hea*ano 3 inches a covers 

por tion. generally * «- — " — 1 *' ^ "* 

b e - of fabric or h ana-Knittea textile, ana .ay or -y not 

con tain polyurethane. The covering portion . is foiaea to have a 

gen erally tunnel-li*e shape, ana a ,esh iining tape 5 is inser tea 

* is secured within the folded fabric or 
The mesh lining tape 5 is securea 

cextile 4 using a plurality of stitching lines S wfcich are 
pre ferably constructea in a chain-liKe pattern using stretc* yarn 

- ^ ma Hc size adjustment to accommodate a wide 
to provide improved automatic size aa 3 

range of head sizes. 

The extent of the covering portion 4 that is foiaea over 
may vary, ror exa^le, the two foiaea portions 4a ^y neariy ,eet 

f ^ liner 5 and not extend to the level of 
over only the edges of the liner 

the center stitching iines Sa. —gly, in a reaucea-f oiarng 
e^ent ,not shown,, the two center stitching iines 6a won a 
pa ss through the iiner 5 an d the enter unfoiaea portion 4c of the 
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fabric 4 only, but would not pass through the folded portions 4a. 

The structure of the mesh lining tape 5 is illustrated 

interwoven, substantially perpendioular strands 7a, 7b. -de of 
Binly nylon yarn, and arranged on a bias. The resulting mesh 
lining tape forced by the interwoven strands is thin and light, and 
m ay be readily stretohed in the direction of the periphery of the 
crown part 1 to accomodate various head sizes. 

Due to the structural shape and inherently "wiry" nature 
of the mesh of nylon strands, the liner portion of the headband 
acts to maintain the uniform shape of the cap, particularly with 
respect to the side and rear panels of the crown main body 1, by 
providing structural support thereto. This support remains 
effective even when the user of the cap wears and removes the cap 
repeatedly. Because the nylon in the mesh has inherent shape 

by the user to retain the cap's uniform and attractive appearance. 
Purthermore, this shape retaining function also maKes it easier to 

collapse but remains properly shaped for wear. 

The mesh form of the liner also allows air to flow freely 
.ithin the headband, maKing the headwear cooler to wear and thus 
reducing the amount of sweat generated. The enhanced ventilatron 
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also allows the headband to dry more rapidly. 

As set forth herein, it may be seen that the headband 
according to the present invention, with its controlled elasticity, 
provides excellent automatic size-adjusting capability for free- 
size headwear, i.e., for headwear that does not include a separate 
size controlling portion apart from the headband. In addition, the 
headband may also be used advantageously with headwear that does 
include a separate size controlling portion, as the inventive 
headband also provides improved ventilation and excellent 
structural support to the crown portion of any cap to prevent 
drooping, maintain attractive appearance and facilitate ease of cap 


use 


The foregoing descriptions and drawings should be 
considered as illustrative only of the principles of the invention. 
The invention may be configured in a variety of shapes and sizes 
and is not limited to the specific construction of the preferred 
embodiment. Numerous applications of the present invention will 
readily occur to those skilled in the art. For example, the 
headband may be incorporated into hats, caps and visors of other 
styles. Therefore, it is not desired to limit the invention to the 
specific example disclosed or the exact construction shown and 
described. Rather, all suitable modifications and equivalents may 
be resorted to, falling within the scope of the invention. 
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